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TAGS: ASEC, LE 

SUBJECT: USE OF BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

1 . AS THE BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT HAS REOPENED 
SUCCESSFULLY WITH PLAN FOR EXPANDING PRESENT OPERATIONS, THE 
POST WISHES TO ESTABLISH POLICY REGARDING ITS USE BY USG 
OFFICIAL TRAVELERS. 

2. RSO VISITED AIRPORT NOVEMBER 30 TO MEET VOA CORRESPONDENT 
DOUGLAS ROBERTS. THE ROUTE TO THE AIRPORT IS REASONABLY 
SECURE; RSO FOLLOWED TRADITIONAL ROUTE VIA CORNICHE, CHATILA 
PALESTINIAN CAMPS, AIRPORT CIRCLE (MORGAN CIRCLE) TO AIRPORT 
ACCESS ROAD. THERE WAS ONE CHECKPOINT AT THE AIRPORT ROAD 
MANNED BY NON-SYRIAN ASF TROOPS AND LEBANESE ISF TROOPS. 

3. SECURITY AT AIRPORT ITSELF IS MINIMAL AND RSO WAS 

ABLE TO WALK THROUGH ARRIVALS CUSTOMS AND IMMIGRATION 
AREA TO FLIGHT LINE WITHOUT HINDRANCE. ALTHOUGH ONLY 
BRIEFLY OBSERVED, DEPARTURE SECURITY CHECKS WERE 
CURSORY AT BEST. ALTHOUGH THERE WERE INCREASED NUMBER 
OF SEMI-UNIFORMED SECURITY PERSONNEL DURING ACTUAL 
ARRIVAL, THERE WAS MASS CONFUSION AND VERY LITTLE ATTEMPT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO CONTROL ARRIVING PASSENGERS OR OTHERS IN THE AREA. 

4. DURING THE VISIT, RSO MET WITH NUMBER OF AIRPORT 
SECURITY OFFICERS WHO FREELY ADMITTED THE POOR SECURITY 
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CONDITIONS, BUT THEY ASSURED RSO SITUATION WOULD IMPROVE 
WHEN MORE LEBANESE POLICE WERE AVAILABLE FOR AIRPORT 
SECURITY DUTIES. WHEN THIS WOULD OCCUR WAS UNSPECIFIED. 

5. FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, POST PREFRES NOT GRANT 
BLANKET CLEARANCE TO USG OFFICIAL TRAVELERS TO USE THE 
AIRPORT TO ENTER BEIRUT AND INTENDS TO GRANT SUCH 
CLEARANCES ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS FOR THE PRESENT. IN 
ADDITION, THE USE OF BEIRUT AS A TRANSIT POINT TO 
OHTER POSTS IS TO BE AVOIDED. ALTHOUGH THE POST INTENDS 
TO USE THE AIRPORT AS PRIMARY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION 
IN AND OUT OF BEIRUT, ALL VISITORS WILL BE MET AND 
TRAVELERS WILL BE ESCORTED TO AND FROM THE CHANCERY. 
LANE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 16 SEP 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BEIRUT08687 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D760447-0480 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 293/baaaertf. tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SY 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <15 OCT 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: USE OF BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

TAGS: ASEC, LE 

To: STATE INFO KARACHI 

DAMASCUS 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



